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The ECC is a non-profit organisation headquartered in 
the Netherlands. It is an international network of cul-
tural platforms, ECC-Satellites, commited to promote 
culture through international exchanges. The ECC 
continues to expand its network of Satellites, associa-
tions and partners (educational, cultural, governmen-
tal and non-governmental institutions, like Museums, 
Foundations and several other private initiatives).

Among our main activities are the planning and 
management of cultural projects, the creation of 
exhibitions, publications, videos, educational pro-
grammes and several other initiatives.

To achieve our goals, we continue to expand our 
international network of inspired, creative, and dedi-
cated individuals. Our people care and are determined 
to further develop these independent ECC-Satellites 
where intellectual and cultural exchange is a reality. 
ECC has today established centres in the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Japan, Russia, USA, South Africa and Italy.

Who we are 
Our network
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ECC Italy is a well established branch of the larger  
European Cultural Centre, with its base in Venice. 

Focusing on a range of subjects within art, archi-
tecture and design, we aim to create dynamic exhibi-
tion spaces that show the interchanging of ideas from 
different cultures. A dialogue is created where current 
developments, concepts and thoughts are recorded. 

Our art exhibitions, Personal Structures, alternate 
each year with the architecture exhibition Time 
Space Existence. The exhibitions organized by the 
ECC-Italy are set in three Venetian palazzos and 
two gardens, each of which has its own particular 
atmosphere and curatorial guidelines. These include 
Palazzo Mora, Palazzo Bembo, Palazzo Michiel and 
the Marinaressa Gardens. 

The diverse range of interior and exterior loca-
tions we have provides many opportunities for the 
exhibitors. Moreover, our exhibitions draw a range 
of visitors, from professional architects and artists to 
locals and tourists. Past exhibitions and virtual tours 
can be seen on our ECC website.

Who we are 
ECC Italy 
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The visual arts exhibitions Personal Structures, pre-
sented in Venice since 2011, include works from a 
wide array of both established and less well-known 
artists, showing a transection of contemporary art 
today. The exhibitions are divided between Palazzo 
Mora, Palazzo Bembo, and the Marinaressa Gardens. 
The spaces aim to increase the spectator’s awareness 
of his/her own existence as a human being who is 
influenced by a specific culture in Time and Space, 
covering a wide range of different media (paintings, 
sculptures, photos, new media, design, performance). 

The exhibitions present work that is site specific 
and made for Personal Structures, or from the exist-
ing oeuvre of an artist. Within the palazzos are rooms 
that are dedicated to the presentation of a single 
artist, and those which combine multiple projects. 
In each case, the works are curated to form compre-
hensive and unique settings. The two Marinaressa 
Gardens host a range of artworks, predominantly 
sculptural, in varying scales and materials that are 
suitable for exterior spaces. 

Our exhibitions 
 Visual Art Exhibition
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Every other year, since 2012, an international and 
ecletic group of architects, designers, research groups 
and universities from different fields of expertise has 
been brought together by the ECC-Italy for Time 
Space Existence. The exhibitions are based in Palazzo 
Bembo, Palazzo Mora and Marinaressa Gardens. 

Documenting current themes and developments 
in architecture, these exhibitions contemplate the 
fundamental philosophical concepts of Time, Space 
and Existence, featuring completed and ongoing 
projects, innovative proposals, and utopian dreams of 
architectural expressions. Through a wide selection 
of projects ranging from conceptual works, models, 
photographs, videos, sculptures, to site-specific 
installations, each room will provide visitors with in-
formation and inspiration on our surroundings. 

Participants from different professional levels 
and cultural backgrounds are exhibited side-by-side, 
creating interesting dialogues. The diverse displays 
combine classical architectural presentations and 
artistic elements.

Our exhibitions 
 Architecture Exhibition
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Since 2016, the ECC-Italy has curated Venice Design, 
a parallel exhibition to our architecture and art pro-
jects. Based in Palazzo Michiel, this has been the 
single largest exhibition solely dedicated to design 
during the Venice Biennale. Since 2020, following 
our curatorial philosophy and new demands from our 
network, we have created Design & Innovation, an 
international platform for designers, research centres, 
companies developing new materials and production 
methods, schools and institutions. They are invited to 
present their works in Venice in the context of our art 
and architecture biennial exhibitions Personal Struc-
tures and Time Space Existence, to create an interest-
ing dialogue with the project of artists and architects 
in the spaces of Palazzo Bembo, Palazzo Mora, and 
Marinaressa Gardens.

Our exhibitions 
Design and Innovation
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Participants 
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Our exhibitions intentionally combine 
renowned artists, architects and designers 
with emerging names. Here are some names 
of the participants of our exhibitions:

Yoko Ono, USA

Herman Nitsch, AUT

Arnulf Rainer, AUT

herman de vries, NL

Lee Ufan, KOR

Carl Andre, USA

Ben Vautier, FRA

Fundació Mies van der Rohe, ESP

Denise Scott Brown, USA

Arata Isozaki, JPN

GMP, DEU

Rui Otake, BRA

Massachusetts Institute of Tech., USA

University of Melbourne, AUS

ETH Zurich, SWT

Fentress Architects, USA

Eduardo Souto de Moura, PRT

Peter Eisenman, USA 
Odile Decq, FRA 
Daniel Libeskind, POL

Nobuyoshi Araki, JPN

Ricardo Bofill, ESP

Joseph Kosuth, USA

Kengo Kuma, JPN

Marcus Bleasdale, GBR

Roman Opalka, FRA

Mike Parr, AUS

Schusev Museum Moscow, RUS

Stanford University, USA

Lawrence Weiner, USA

Valie Export , AUT

Curt Fentress & North Carolina University, USA
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Curt Fentress & North 
Carolina University in 
the ECC Architecture 
Biennial of 2018

Yoko Ono presenting  
her project for the ECC 
Art Biennial of 2015

Daniel Libeskind in 
the ECC Architecture 
Biennial of 2018
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ECC manages a total of 
12.000 squared meters of 

exhibition spaces in 3 palazzi 
and 2 public gardens

Almost 600.000 visitors have 
visited our last Art Biennial in 
2019 and more than 450.000 

visitors visited the our 
Architecture Biennial in 2018

Our websites are visited 
monthly by circa  
150.000 users

Our newsletter is send 
monthly to the 65.000 

Friends of the Foundation

Around 3.000 journalists  
are contacted regularly  

for the lunch of our  
exhibitions each year

12.000m2

WWW.

Our figures
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Our figures
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A total of 37 exhibitions 
organised, including 8 

Biennale national pavilions

More than 100 lectures 
and events organized 
by the ECC or with our 

collaboration 

25 catalogues and  
other art publications  

edited and printed

10 European Cultural 
Centre Award delivered 
to artist, architects and 

designers
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Our venues
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Since the beginning of its activities in 2011 down to 
the present day, the ECC-Italy has been extending the 
exhibition spaces from a single location to four venues 
of more than 5.000 square meters indoor and 7.000 
square meters outdoors. 

Today the exhibitions are set in three Venetian 
palazzos and two gardens, each of which has its own 
particular atmosphere and curatorial guidelines. These 
include Palazzo Mora, Palazzo Bembo, Palazzo Michiel 
and the Marinaressa Gardens. 

The palaces are located alongside the Canal 
Grande while the Marinaressa Gardens, which we 
transform every year into an extraordinary sculpture 
park, are placed nearby the San Marco square and 
between the main venues of La Biennale di Venezia. 



4793 Riva del Carbon 
San Marco, Venice

Our venues

Palazzo Bembo

Palazzo Bembo and its magnificent façade to the Canal 
Grande executed in the Venetian Gothic style is situated 
near the Rialto Bridge. The palace itself has been com-
mitted by the noble Bembo family in the 15th century. 
Despite the interior has been modificated several times 
during the past centuries, the exterior is still maintain-
ing its original appearance. Due to the collaboration 
between the current owner of the palace and the ECC 
it appears in the glory of the past centuries after some 
years of vacancy. The two noble floors of the palace are 
hosting till 2011 high quality exhibitions.
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3659 Strada Nuova
Cannaregio, Venice

Our venues

Palazzo Mora

Palazzo Mora is located between the church of 
San Felice and the Canal di Noale in the district of 
Cannaregio. It has been constructed in the 16th cen-
tury but the Mora family bought it in 1716. The noble 
floor shows some frescoes attributed to Tiepolo and 
executed from 1720 to 1770. The exhibitions are tak-
ing place at the two main floors, the mezzanine floor, 
the third floor and the entrance garden. Due to the 
position of the palace at the crowded Strada Nuova 
and the dimensions of the exhibition itself Mora Pal-
ace counts a large number of visitors.
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4391 Strada Nuova
Cannaregio, Venice

Palazzo Michiel del Brusà is situated at the northern 
site of the Canal Grande with an entrance to the 
Strada Nuova nearby the Campo SS. Apostoli. An 
example for an original part of the building is the 
gothic balcony that can be dated to the 15th century. 
The rooms of the interior are decorated with frescoes 
from Jacopo Guarana. 

This location is used as the ECC-Italy headquar-
ters and for special events. In the previous years, it 
has hosted several exhibitions included our Venice 
Design project.
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Our venues

Palazzo Michiel
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Riva dei Sette Martiri 
Castello, Venice

Our venues

Marinaressa
Gardens

The gardens of the Marinaressa have been construct-
ed in the Thirties of the 20th century and are located 
alongside the Riva dei Sette Martiri, a monumental 
shore of the city. The gardens are situated in the 
district of Castello in a short distance to the Piazza 
San Marco and in between the main venues of La 
Biennale di Venezia.

The gardens consisting out of the gardens di Levante 
and the gardens di Ponente have been given to the ECC 
foundation in 2017. This locations had to undergo some 
renovation works to be able to host now the artworks of 
the participants of the art and architecture exhibitions.

16European Cultural Centre



Since its beginning, the ECC has been open to in-
ternational cooperation particularly with emerging 
countries. During the Biennial exhibition, we hosted 
and supported the national participation of Kuwait, 
Mongolia, the Philippines, Seychelles, Ivory Coast, 
Pakistan, Kiribati, Mozambique pavilions in our ven-
ues in Venice. 
The ECC has also hosted institutions and museums 
and has given space for externally curated exhibi-
tions like the Learn from Masters together with Pan 
Tianshou Foundation (China) and The Young Talent 
Architecture Award (YTAA) with the Fundació Mies 
van der Rohe. 

International  
cooperation
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Special events 
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Every year during the 6 months- exhibition, we organ-
ize various events in collaboration with the participat-
ing artists, architects and designers, like meetings, 
performances, talks, conferences, round tables, 
symposia etc. In addition, we involve institutions and 
universities with the organization of workshops and we 
create specific events for sponsors and partners.



Every year, the European Cultural Centre awards an 
Artist, Designer, Architect or Educational Institution 
for exceptional achievement, concept and execution.

In the past this Award has been given to: Hermann 
Nitsch (Art 2019), Willem de Kooning Academy (Art 
Edu 2019), Piero Castiglioni & Barrisol (Design 2019), 
Ying Gao (Design 2018), North Carolina State Univer-
sity (Arch. Edu 2018) and Odile Decq (Architecture 
2018), Oki Sato (Design 2017) Joseph Kosuth (Art 
2017), Karim Rashid (Design 2016), Denise Scott Brown 
(Architecture 2016), Yoko Ono (Art 2015), University 
of Houston (Arch. Edu 2014), Arnulf Rainer (Art 2013), 
Arata Isozaki (Architecture 2012).

We also host exhibitions and presentations related 
to other awards, such as the Young Talent Architecture 
Award (YTAA) from the Mies van der Rohe Foundation.

ECC awards
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Educational program 
The European Cultural Academy
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The ECC has established its own Academic Educa-
tional Program, named European Cultural Academy 
(ECA). Specially designed programs expand on the 
Biennial exhibitions’ impact, educating and inspiring a 
vast and diverse audience.

The programs include talks by exhibiting artists 
and/or architects, curator-led tours, workshops, 
courses, festivals, and other events. 

→ European Cultural Academy website

https://europeanculturalacademy.com/


Cultural mediation  
program
 

21European Cultural Centre

We offer to students and people with a background 
and a keen interest in art, design, architecture or relat-
ed disciplines to collaborate as cultural mediators for 
the ECC exhibition in Venice. We believe in the Cultural 
Mediation program as a fundamental activity to create 
a connection between visitors and the exhibition itself. 

The aim of the Cultural Mediation program is to bring 
closer the artists’ architects’ works to the audience, 
help them to understand their approach and your inter-
pretation of in their presentation. Our cultural mediators 
will be present in each of our venues to welcome and 
guide the visitors through the exhibition spaces.



Publications  
& special projects 
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Besides the annual catalogue of the edition of each 
art, architecture and design exhibition, we periodically 
public books about symposia and art and architec-
ture projects with informative, theoretical text, inter-
views, and photographic documentation. Moreover, 
we create a videos collection about Time Space Exist-
ence interview series and about our organisation, as 
well as videos on our palazzos and exhibitions. 



ECC press
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Our exhibitions are mentioned in some  
international magazines and newspapers. 



Sponsors  
& partners
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The ECC is supported by several governmental institutions, 
private persons and companies for presenting the projects  
of the exhibiting show. The sponsors get prominent exposure 
and acknowledgement during the 6 months exhibition period, 
besides a series of services and benefits provided by the ECC.



25European Cultural Centre

ECC Italy Office   Palazzo Michiel
   4391 Strada Nuova  
   30124 Venice, Italy 
 
Valeria Romagnini   valeria@ecc-italy.eu
    +39 340 820 5811
 
Lucia Pedrana   lucia@ecc-italy.eu
    +39 346 760 3386

Sara Danieli   sara@ecc-italy.eu
    +39 348 791 7412

Rachele de Stefano   rachele@ecc-italy.eu
    +39 340 367 5091

For more info. visit ecc-italy.eu

Information 
& contacts

mailto:valeria@ecc-italy.eu
mailto:lucia@ecc-italy.eu
mailto:sara@ecc-italy.eu
mailto:rachele@ecc-italy.eu
https://ecc-italy.eu/

